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OCEAN INDUSTRY PODIUM BRAZIL REPORT 

Brazil is considered an important partner for maritime and offshore business in Norway. 

The two countries have cooperated for centuries, the Norwegian and the Brazilian maritime offshore sector 

is linked together and will continue like this for many decades to come. 

Nor-Shipping is an arena for networking where people from different segments of this industry meet (ship-

owners, R&D and service sectors) and together can look forward to build stronger relations. 



 

 

Msc. Mar. Biol. ClaudiaErber 

1
 

 

FUTURE FOCUS 

Nor-Shipping aims to connect, challenge, provoke and inspire the industry, encouraging silo-breaking 

development while identifying the new business opportunities arising in a world undergoing major 

transformative shifts. Leaders who drive change and utilize challenging markets through outside-the-box 

thinking, meet their peers to share sneak peeks into the future. 

 

OCEAN OPPORTUNITIES 

Norway builds and supplies some of the most advanced vessels in the world. As the ocean space opens up 

new industries, technology leaders from the Norwegian clusters present their cutting-edge solutions 

developed through decades of spearheading advanced offshore operations in the world’s harshest 

conditions.  

 

NOR-SHIPPING 2017 

This is the 26th edition of the event, making Nor-Shipping the longest running maritime event in the world. 

Norway is considered a global maritime hub, with the second largest fleet in the world. Nor-Shipping is the 

largest such event of the year, not only in Scandinavia, but also in Europe.  

 

BRAZIL PODIUM 

It is the second time that Nor-Shipping organizes a session dedicated to Brazil. The mainly focus of discussion 

in both years was the challenges and opportunities of the Brazilian offshore and maritime industry. The seminar 

was organized by Abran, Norwegian Shipowners´Association (NSA), BNCC, NBCC, Innovation Norway and The 

Norwegian Consulate General in Rio de Janeiro. About sixty professionals from Brazil and authorities from 

Norway was present. 

 

Nor-Shipping is an important meeting place for companies from across the entire maritime value chain and 

from around the globe, with the exhibition reflecting what is going on, and what are the trends. All involved 

with the maritime and offshore industry as well as those who deliver products or services to ship owners and 

management companies were there.  

 

The information in the present report will support our DeepSea Environment Monitoring Cluster to create 

strategy and focus for the upcoming challenges and opportunities in deep-sea science, technology and 

business, in Brazil and Norway. 
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HOT TOPIC: THE NEW RULES OF THE BRAZILIAN OIL & GAS 

INDUSTRY: IMPACTS ON THE MARITIME OFFSHORE SECTOR 
 

The event starts by setting the scene for the rest of the day.  

What is the Global and Brazilian outlook? What are the main challenges and opportunities seen from both 

countries? How the fast changing scenarios will prepare the countries for a sustainable economic growth? How 

the Brazilian Government's agenda of reform is changing the country? 

 

Moderated by Tom Mario Ringseth, Vice President, DNB Brazil 

Keynotes & Roundtable discussion: 

José Roberto Neves – President ABRAN 

Sturla Henriksen – CEO The Norwegian Shipowners’ Association 

George Monteiro Prata – Ambassador of Brazil to Norway 

Terje Søviknes - Norwegian Minister of Petroleum/Norwegian Governement 

Dilek Ayhan - Deputy Minister of Trade and Fisheries 

 

Brazil is the largest and most promising offshore market in the world and Norway is home to the most advanced 

offshore fleet. This combination is a perfect match and a driving force to further bilateral relations. 

Brazil is also the most important trade partner of Norway in South America.  

 

The offshore sector aims to enforce the cooperation and share the experience to increase efficiency and reduce 

cost and bureaucracy in Brazil. Despite the oil crises, there is an optimism for future collaboration for the ocean 

economy. 

 

 

 
Jose Roberto Neves, President ABRAN 
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Sturla Henriksen, CEO NSA  

 

The international maritime cooperation will enforce the challenges and opportunities. After the collapse of oil 

activity in 2014, there is the need to use the rule of law to speed up the new business implementation for the 

energy needs, to comply the Paris Agreement and to sustain the Blue Economy Growth. It is important to 

convince the oil and gas sector to sign new contracts with Brazil with 3 years. The free trade is important to 

maritime sector in Brazil and Norway.  

Brazil Outlook: next year the country will grow 1.3%, the new legal framework main goal will open up the 

economy for long-term commitment with international industry. Brazil still faces major development challenges 

especially in finding ways to combine benefits of oil and gas growth, environmental protection and sustainable 

development. The ambassador is optimistic with the end of the political crises and the future of the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drivers for Brazilian Economic Recovery: 

✓ Recovery of domestic investments 

✓ Launch of development for infrastructure  

✓ Foreign investment attraction. 

Norway and Brazil are both major energy nations with huge offshore reserves, and both have a lot to gain by 

cooperating. Both countries have the expertise and the technology to face the challenges and need adapt to new 

market realities and to work towards a more sustainable energy mix. Brazil is the largest market for oil and gas 

industry of Norway and Norway is the Subsea Technology world leader. 

The Pre-salt is the new area in Brazil as the Barent Sea in Norway.  

It is important to support Research & Development Projects for faster, smarter and safer business.  

Research & Development are key approach for: 

✓ More efficient reduce cost 

✓ Long term prospect 

✓ Great mutual benefits 

✓ Sustainable energy 

✓ Global Innovation 

 

The research and innovation focus shall strength international competitiveness and increase the use of 

environmental friendly technologies. 

The Brazilian Ambassador George Monteiro Prata 

 



 

 

Msc. Mar. Biol. ClaudiaErber 

4
 

Norway is optimistic for the offshore ocean economy: Seventy per cent of Norwegian exports earnings come 

from ocean. Brazil is still the most important trade partner in South America. There are more than 100 offshore 

companies in Brazil.  

Brazil and Norway are involved in the new technological process to improve the ocean economy and to increase 

the free trade agreements into the maritime and offshore sectors. 

During the event, all speakers agree about the need of focus in research, and technological solution for pre –salt 

and ocean mineral exploration to stimulate the “wave of innovation” to create new opportunities. 

 

  

 

HOT TOPIC: THE NEW RULES OF THE BRAZILIAN OIL & GAS 

INDUSTRY: IMPACTS ON THE MARITIME OFFSHORE SECTOR 
 

Industry leaders presented and discussed the new rules of the Brazilian oil & gas sector and its impacts on the 

maritime offshore industry. What are the new rules of the game? What are the main challenges and 

opportunities? What are the new roles of ANP (national Agency of Petroleum), Petrobras, NOC (national oil 

companies) and IOC (international oil companies)? 

 

Moderated by Tom Mario Ringseth - Vice President DNB Brazil 

Keynotes & Roundtable discussion: 

Jorge Camargo – President Instituto Brasileiro do Petróleo  

Kristian Siem - Founder, Chairman & CEO Siem Industries  

Lars Peder Solstad – CEO Solstad Offshore  

 

Norway´s minister of Petroleum and Energy, Terje Søviknes Norway´s Deputy Minister of Trade and Fisheries, Dilek Ayhan 

https://www.google.no/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj73fbqyq7UAhVBb5oKHcgYCssQjRwIBw&url=https://alchetron.com/Terje-Soviknes-434279-W&psig=AFQjCNEDOCWZ7RBL2DMMQWLKTwOsY592bw&ust=1497022831986515
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Several Brazilian speakers focused on how Brazil is in the process of becoming a «friendlier» destination for 

investors. Brazil is in learning process: the lack of leadership, the election of wrong people and wrong people in 

charge of Petrobras are the problems that need to change.  

Partnership means working together and the lack of predictability is the biggest problem for the Norwegian 

investors. 

Brazil is urgent to get new investments and the offshore sector stands out as the most economically robust oil 

province or the world, today. The productivity on pre-salt shows that Brazil could double its production in the 

next 20 years. Investments and progress will depend in new solutions as: 

✓ Remove the Petrobras obligation to be operator on pre-salt* 

✓ Create a new local content model, with new environmental licenses, taxes and regulations. 

✓ Make use of the upcoming ANP bidding rounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the Norwegian Technology can help Brazil? 

Norway has the second largest fleet in the world and the oil and gas offshore technology can be used for other 

areas as ocean mineral exploration, offshore wind farm structures and offshore fish farm development. 

The very top for research and development for Brazil and Norway is the Ocean Industry. Deep-sea operation, 

sub-sea stability and predictability for long-term business are the framework for a successful bilateral 

cooperation. 

The deep-sea areas in Brazil will stimulate the development of more technology, less equipment and lighter 

structures.  

It is important to increase the communication between contractors and clients to better integration and efficient 

exploration of the new deep-sea fields in Brazil. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

*Pre-salt layer is a geological formation on the continental shelves. The amount of oil is not well known but is 

thought to be a significant fraction of world oil reserves. Some estimates give the total area as 122,000 km2. The 

pre-salt province comprises large accumulations of excellent quality, high commercial value light oil. It is found in 

reserves that are in deep-sea areas and under thick layers of salt, requiring large-scale investment to extract it. To 

operate efficiently in deep-sea will be necessary to develop new technology and work in collaboration with 

suppliers, universities, and research centers. 
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HOT TOPIC: THE NEW ROLE OF BNDES: STRENGTHENING 

PARTNERSHIP WITH NORWEGIAN FINANCE INSTITUTIONS  

 

The new strategy of Brazilian Development Bank (BNDES) was presented and discussed with leaders from the 

Norwegian finance industry. What is the new role of BNDES stimulating the expansion of the maritime offshore 

and infrastructure industry? How is the partnership with the Norwegian finance institutions? How the finance 

institutions supports the maritime and offshore industry? 

 

Moderated by Tom Mario Ringseth - Vice President DNB Brazil 

Keynotes & Roundtable discussion: 

Mauricio Neves - Deputy Managing Director BNDES 

Juliano Dantas - Executive Manager Petrobas  

Felipe Meira - Executive Vice President Americas Farstad Shipping LTDA  

Harald Sundby - Vice President Operations Maritime PGS 

Kjetil Solbrække - Head of Rio de Janeiro Office Rystad Energy Brazil 

Mauro Andrade - VP Supply Chain Statoil Brazil 

Rachid Felix – President The Norwegian-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce (NBCC) 

 

BNDES is the main financial agent of Merchant Marine Fund (FMM), which is a Treasure fund, managed by 

the Ministry of Transportation and operated by Federal-owned banks. The FMM support vessels construction, 

jumboratization and modernization, made in Brazil shipyards (buyer and supplier’s credit). The FMM annual 

budget for next three years are US$ 02 billion. 

The financial system needs to be flexible to fit the low price scenario of petroleum. Norway-Brazil partnership 

is a priority to both BNDES and the Norwegian finance institutions. 

Following the national crises, the bank has changed guidelines and strategies to focus in long-term and co-

finance projects. BNDES actions for competitiveness growth are describe at Brazil’s 21st Century Agenda: 

✓ structural reforms,  

✓ competition-stimulating public policies,  

✓ infrastructure,  

✓ sustainability,  

✓ innovation and productivity. 
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BNDES is engaged to support solutions to the maritime and O&G sector and face challenges as debt restructuring 

for companies with liquidity issues, joint and proportional efforts from all stakeholders and customized proposals 

fitting on each specific situation. To shape the future of the bank is important to take part on the adequate long-

term new investments, and to promote the development of new technologies and the supply chain. 

 

The bank’s new strategy is “crowding in”  =>  work with other investors/co-finance projects.  

There is the need to get back the trust from international investors and create value in the ocean industries. 

 

The BNDES’s key words are Innovation, Sustainability and Positive Impact. 

 

PETROBRAS AND STATOIL BRAZIL: MARKET OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

MARITIME AND OFFSHORE SHIPPING INDUSTRY  

 

Petrobras and Statoil Brasil presented and discussed market opportunities for maritime and offshore shipping 

suppliers. What are the main challenges and opportunities of the new market environment? What are the 

requirements and main opportunities for the maritime and offshore shipping industry? 

Juliano Dantas - Executive Manager Petrobas 

Felipe Meira - Executive Vice President Americas Farstad Shipping LTDA 

Harald Sundby - Vice President Operations Maritime PGS 

Kjetil Solbrække - Head of Rio de Janeiro Office Rystad Energy Brazil 

Mauro Andrade - VP Supply Chain Statoil Brazil 

Olav Akselsen - Director General of Shipping and Navigation Norwegian Maritime Authority 

Rachid Felix – President The Norwegian-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce (NBCC) 

Tom Mario Ringseth - Vice President DNB Brazil 

 

Despite the Brazilian crises, Petrobras has been successful in reducing its debt. The divestment program 

(processes to sell oil fields, refineries, service stations and oil terminals), together with the new changes in the 

Brazilian regulatory framework are the strategy to reduce budgetary risks. The Petrobras new strategies are: 

driving down cost; long term policy; politic consensus for better predictability; leadership for future certainly; 

and collaboration for International oil companies’ investments. 

 

The new business model shall boost and select the partnerships, to overcome challenges, among operators, 

suppliers and within R&D, to create a sustainable industry together with Norway.  

 

Partnership are essentials, more operators shall give more solution and competitive environment. Shell and Total 

will bring more Norwegians suppliers to Brazil. Export attitude is important to Brazil and to warm up the market 

it is necessary stimulate more vessels in Brazil with foreign flag. Petrobras is also investing in a new area to 

manage innovation, where competence and commitment are requirements. 
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Petrobras Challenges of the New Market Environment: 

✓ Incentive alignment (day rate vs efficiency) 

✓ Productivity 

✓ Energy efficiency (lower fuel consumption) 

✓ Higher HSE (health, safety and environment) requirements 

✓ National Agency of Petroleum’s Local Content requirements 

✓ Brazilian flag protection 

 

Petrobras Opportunities of the New Market Environment: 

✓ Huge fleet with 250 vessels  

✓ Long term contracts 

✓ Disruptive models  

✓ Decommissioning  

✓ ANP new bids 2017/2018 

 

Petrobras key words are Simplification, flexibility and Portfolio Vision. 

 

Statoil controls 70-80 per cent of all production on the Norwegian Continental Shelf. In order to increase 

competition and healthier market balance, it is important to encourage diversity among players, and a higher 

number of strong operating companies on the Norwegian Continental Shelf. Statoil built their unique position at 

the NCS with long-term value. 

 

In Brazil, Statoil is capturing opportunities in times of transition, still young but has competence and experience 

from Norway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statoil Brazil is present at Campos Basin (BM-C-7/37 and BM-C-33), Santos Basin (BM-S-8) and Espirito Santo 

Basin (10 licenses).  BM-C-33 it is deepest field in the world. Statoil believes that Pre-salt is unique high 

production and Brazil is the best place for O&G industry development in the world. 

 

Statoil Strategic Principles: 

✓ Cash generation and capacity at all times 

✓ Capex flexibility 

✓ Capture value from cycles 

✓ Low carbon advantage 
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HOT TOPIC: NORWAY AND BRAZIL SHARING EXPERIENCES FOR 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE OFFSHORE AND MARITIME 

INDUSTRY  

Keynote speeches from the Directors of Ports and Coasts and Norwegian Maritime Authority share their views 

on the main regulatory challenges of the offshore and shipping industry. The industry requires clear, stable and 

predictable framework conditions. However, stability is not the same as being static, so how can regulations 

be adjusted or changed smartly without negatively affecting the market. 

 

Despite the last years, Brasil O&G still growing very fast and is expected a new economic growth. 

Continuous and sustainable investment depends on predictability.  

New and available technology will be used if and when economical achievable. 

 

Norway is innovative with cluster, is the second largest offshore fleet, and has cutting edge at maritime Research 

and Development.  

 

The Norwegian Government’s Ocean Strategy: 

✓ Create the best possible framework conditions for good and proper use of ocean resources. 

✓ Facilitate more knowledge and technology development through a focus on research and innovation. 

✓ Market access, internationalisation and business promotion. 

 

ABRAN (Norwegian Shipowners Association Brazil) at Nor-Shipping reflects the long-term commitment for 

competition and innovation to attract new players to work together with Brazil and Norway. ABRAN together 

with authorities has an important role to strength the international relationships and build new cluster at the 

maritime sector in Brazil. 

 

The collaboration between the Research Council of Norway, FINEP and Innovation Norway is unique, and they 

will meet again at Rio November Conference 2017, to discuss the future challenges based with neutral 

interesting. 

 

Brazil & Norway  

Different: 

✓ Population 210 mil x 5.1 mill;  

✓ $ 15.600 GDP/capita x $ 68.600 GDP/capita;  

✓ 26 states x 19 counties;  

✓ 5500 municipalities x 428 municipalities. 

 

& together to reach the Ocean Strategy Economy in 2030: 

✓ More automation and digitalization 

✓ Better knowledge, technology and development  

✓ Cross-over innovation projects among different sectors 

✓ Internationalisation and cooperation 

✓ Environmental friendly solutions for all offshore sectors 
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MEGATRENDS FOR MARITIME AND OFFSHORE INDUSTRY IN 

BRAZIL & NORWAY 

 

New Technology: 

✓ E-navigation 

✓ Digitalization 

✓ Automation 

✓ Unmanned ships 

✓ Construction material 

 

Design: 

✓ Hull 

✓ Propeller 

✓ Bridge 

 

Fuel: 

✓ LNG 

✓ Methanol 

✓ Batteries 

✓ Hydrogen  

 

Increased Environmental Requirements: 

✓ Minimize footprints 

✓ Ballast water 

✓ Green House gases 

✓ Sulphur 

✓ EEDI 

✓ ECA 

 

 

 

The future holds opportunities.  

Patience and predictability are the key words for the future of the maritime and offshore sectors.  

There is the need to stimulate innovative thinking, coordinate and facilitate new business with international 

forums. Diversity of players in close cooperation and intense competition is the receipt for success. 

Collective action, capacity building and cultures of integrity will lead to a better global economy. 

The ocean is the new economic frontier. 

 

 

 


